longer a mere reflection of our own interest. It is only when we are aloof in spirit that we can be free from personal anxiety and therefore better able to serve others. And only then is it possible to attain a serenity of mind that nothing can disturb, and a faith in the ultimate good that providence has ordained for all.
TAKE THE WORLD'S GREAT MEN
It is marvellous how aloof in spirit they really were even in the busiest scenes of their lives. And the Still greater wonder is, that in this respeft prophets, sages and philosophers and world-conquerors were all alike. The great Prophet of Islam was busy the whole day with the big affairs of his mission and the small affairs of his family, but his soul, face to face with the immensity of creation and the beneficence and the omnipotence of God, was lapped in that perfeft peace which is of heaven. Socrates, the fountain-head of ethical philosophy, could Stand daily in the thick of the crowd in the market place at Athens talking about everything to every man while his soul was contemplating the divine power in Nature. That Socrates had fought as a foot soldier in two battles, and there amidst the carnage and the din of war his soul had retained its calm. The greatest warrior and statesman of modern times, Napoleon, was one of the busiest men the world has ever seen, the man who never lost sight of a single petty detail in the organization of an army or a State. He possessed in a supreme degree the faculty of aloofness, and an imperturbable serenity that at times seemed miraculous. He could enjoy